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>To: sunday.letters@unison.independent.ie

>From: Dialogue Ireland <dialogueireland@esatclear.ie>

Dear Sir,

Mark Dooley has made an important contribution to our understanding of the current status of Islam in Ireland. As someone who attempted to hold a conference with the three mosques in Dublin following September 11, I was glad that he got such a clear response to his questions from the leader of the Clonskeagh mosque Sheikh Hussein Halawa. I discovered that without due process all the mosques cancelled a conference, entitled "Understanding Islam" over which they had 80% control without the courtesy of an explanation.

Also a lot of the young people of Ireland are visiting the mosques to understand the beliefs of Islam without sufficient knowledge at second level as to how to evaluate the material. Ireland is unique in not having a third level faculty which teaches World Religions, other than TCD which has for a long time had Jewish studies.

Also the Dublin mosque is part of the European Council of Fatwah Research and in 2004 held the chair of this group. The General Secretary of this organisation is Sheikh Al-Qaradawi. He is an Egyptian and but he has lived and worked in the Gulf State Qatar since 1963 where he now heads an Islamic research centre.

Recently he told Al-Jazeera that he was not alone in believing that suicide bombings in Palestinian territories were a legitimate form of selfdefence for people who have no aircraft or tanks. He said hundreds of other Islamic scholars are of the same opinion. In this

respect, he is very much in tune with what the vast majority of people in the Arab world believe.

Defending suicide bombings that target Israeli civilians Sheikh A-Qaradawi told the BBC programme Newsnight that "an Israeli woman is not like women in our societies, because she is a soldier. "I consider this type of martyrdom operation as an evidence of God's

justice. Allah Almighty is just; through his infinite wisdom he has given the weak

a weapon the strong do not have and and that is their ability to turn their

bodies into bombs as Palestinians do".

Perhaps the Sheikh Hussein Halawa could inform us of his opinion of the General Secretary of his organisation's views?

