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Sometimes giving offence is better than sitting on the fence



REGULAR readers of the Sunday Independent will know that I solidly support Muslim democrats. Frequently I have championed the rights of such Muslims across the Middle East to live free of tyranny. 

And that is why I am compelled to respond to concerns raised over my recent feature article 'If you're Muslim come into the parlour' (Sunday Independent Life magazine, January 30). 

The article made clear that we have nothing to fear from the mainstream Muslim community in Ireland. I even said that there would in theory be nothing wrong if Europe converted to Islam, "if this is a free choice". But as we know from other examples in Europe, especially Holland, Islamic extremism is not compatible with democracy. That is why it is our duty to defend this state against it. 

We know there are extremists living in Ireland. We also know that some have travelled to Iraq to commit atrocities. I cited in my article the case of Abu-Hafs Al-Libi, who left Ireland for Iraq last year, joined Zarkawi's terror group, and died in the May offensive on Fallujah. 

My worry, like that of most Irish people, is that unless the authorities are empowered to deal with such people, the trust between Muslims and non-Muslims here will seriously break down. That would be a shame given how well most Irish Muslims have adapted to life in this country. 

But even though I made a clear distinction between moderate Muslims and the militants, the correspondents to this paper last weekend chose to ignore this fact. Instead, they questioned the legitimacy of one of my sources and took exception to what I said regarding the Islamic educational system. So let me deal with each of these points in turn. 

My principal Muslim source throughout the article was someone I referred to as "Omar, a liberal Palestinian lawyer with long experience of Islamic trends in Ireland." In an article published in last week's Sunday Independent ('Muslims are no threat to integrity of Irish society'), Imam Yahya M Al-Hussein states that he has "never heard of such a man." 

Of course he hasn't. And that's because "Omar" is not his real name. The truth is that Omar is too frightened to reveal his proper identity given the threat from hardliners. But it is perfectly clear that he exists, because no Christian Irishman would have Omar's extensive knowledge of internal Islamic politics. 

Both Shahzad Ahmed and Ann O'Connell of the Muslim National School say I suggested that Irish Muslim school children are being indoctrinated with "seeds of hatred". I never said this - if I had said this they would indeed have every reason to be upset. 

I never used the phrase "seeds of hatred". I quoted a Tunisian scholar, Afif Al-Akhdar, who contends that the Saudi curriculum "sows among the children the seeds of the culture of hatred for the Jews and the Christians". We know that this is true thanks to extensive research carried out on Islamic academies in Europe and the United States. It is also backed up by people who have converted from Islam, including ex-Palestinian terrorist, Walid Shoebat, whom I cited in the article. 

And when I said that "this kind of indoctrination is common in many Muslim communities where Wahhabism has a grip - and Ireland is not likely to be an exception," I meant that if Islamic militants are not controlled such indoctrination could easily take hold here. 

All of these concerns I raised with the leader of Ireland's Muslim community Sheikh Hussein Hallawa. And I quoted in full his response that the Muslim school could not teach Jihad or violence "because violence is not part of our religion". In short, there is nothing in the article that I did not first ask Sheikh Hallawa to comment upon. 

Given the murder of Theo Van Gogh and the death threats made against Dutch MP, Hirsi Ali, we in Ireland have every right to be concerned that moderate Islam wins out against fanaticism. And as a liberal democracy we must also demand full transparency from all sections of Irish society. That involves asking some tough questions about forces that may threaten our hard-won democratic values. 

As I said above, I have great respect for all Muslim democrats. But I have as little time for Arab terrorists who claim to be Muslim as I do for IRA people who claim to be Christian. That is why I think we need to be as hard on Islamic extremists as we should be on our own terrorists. For such types are just as threatening to the Muslim communityas they are to the broadersociety here. 

Just as it is not anti-Irish to demand an end to the IRA, neither is it Islamophobic or racist to demand an end to any Arab terror suspects operating in this state. 

But if we simply refuse to voice our concerns to the Islamic community for fear of political incorrectness, we could end up like Holland where there is now a sudden revulsion against all Muslims because of the actions of afew fanatics. 

Such a scenario cannot be allowed to unfold here. That is why publicly debating Islamism in Ireland isnot only responsible journalism, but it is also a moral necessity. 

Mark Dooley 
