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	Still time to learn from turmoil in France


THERE are two serious lessons we can learn from the Paris riots. The first is that Europe's multicultural experiment has failed and should be abandoned. The second is that we need to get our act together if we want to avoid similar difficulties in Ireland. Let us look at each of these in turn. 

For years, those driving the liberal agenda have denied that Islamic extremism is a major problem among Europe's immigrant population. And that is because they don't want their multicultural platitudes exposed as a sham. Hence last week's blanket denial that Muslims were involved in the riots. Here is an example of what I mean. 

On Tuesday, Prime Time featured Professor Tariq Ramadan. Ramadan was brought on to present the standard line that the riots "have nothing whatsoever to do with religion". But during the interview, no mention was made of Ramadan's shady connections. Neither were we told that he has called on French Muslims to resist France's secular code. He was simply cast as a "Muslim scholar". 

The truth is that Ramadan is a fanatic who thinks multiculturalism should be used to spearhead Islam throughout Europe. He was never going to admit that Paris was in flames because Muslims have failed to integrate. If anything, people like Tariq Ramadan have fuelled France's problems by pushing segregation over integration. And the consequences could not be worse. 

At the epicentre of the riot zone is Clichy-sous-Bois, where over 80 per cent of the population is Muslim. In most of the other trouble spots, Islamic immigrants account for 60 per cent of the inhabitants. It is true that these places are hopeless ghettoes with soaring unemployment and abject neglect. Some of the blame for that must lie with the French government but most should be blamed on Islamic extremists who control those communities. 

The result is that the Muslim Brotherhood, which has a strong presence in France, governs some of the worst affected areas. In such places, women are forced to wear the veil and men must grow beards. Less than 20 per cent of the inhabitants can speak French. 

As Amir Taheiri reported from Paris last week, "the radicals have managed to chase away French shopkeepers selling alcohol and pork products, forced 'places of sin', such as dancing halls, cinemas and theatres, to close, and seized control of the local administration". In other words, these people have created Taliban-style cantons that are at war with mainstream French society. 

And in case you think this is specific to France, recent events in the rest of Europe should change your mind. Coinciding with the French riots were disturbances in Denmark, Belgium, and Germany. 

So what are the chances of what one French Muslim called "our European Intifada" reaching Ireland? 

Unlike France, whose Muslim population of six million is the largest in Europe, Ireland's is relatively small. There are currently 20,000 Muslims living here. But the Islamic community is our fastest-growing minority. 

This means that if we are to avoid trouble down the line, we must speed up Islamic integration. Moderate Irish Muslims think integration here is dangerously slow, and they cite shocking evidence of why that must change. Here is one example. 

Two months ago, a Moroccan immigrant attacked what he thought was a "white Irish infidel" with a hammer in Dublin's city centre. However, it turned out that his victim was an Eastern European Muslim. And, according to my Muslim sources, the reason for such attacks is the strong presence in Dublin of senior Muslim Brotherhood figures. Like their French counterparts, these people are radicalising vulnerable immigrants, instructing them to avoid learning English and to resist integration. 

These are, of course, facts that you won't hear from multicultural commentators like Fintan O'Toole. But he and his kind are storing up the same problems for us as British liberals did in places like Birmingham and Bradford. That is why it is time for O'Toole to stop branding people who want to debate the slow pace of Islamic integration in Ireland, as anti-immigrant or racist. 

Such branding is dishonest because those of us who call for integration welcome immigration. What we reject, however, is the failed policy of muticulturalism in favour of the American melting-pot model. That means people coming here must prove, in word and deed, that they respect the rule of law above any other attachment. It also requires a transparent educational system for Muslims that instils patriotic and tolerant values. And, finally, it involves making Irish citizenship dependent upon genuine engagement at every level of society. 

In sum,I am against immigration by Islamic ideologues who have no loyalty to this country, or who make no cultural or political commitments to its way of life. 

Those are the tough lessons the French have learned in recent weeks. And we should learn them now while time is still on our side. 
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