THE POPE IS RIGHT TO WARN US THAT ROME COULD ONE DAY FALL TO ISLAM
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“Islam will return to Europe as a conqueror!” No, not the mad ravings of Osama bin Laden, but the words of Sheikh Yusuf Al-Qaradawi, spiritual leader of the Muslim Brotherhood. And where are Qaradawi’s European headquarters? Right here in Ireland. 

Qaradawi is president of the Dublin-based European Council of Fatwa and Research (ECFR). On his website, he praises child suicide-bombers and calls for the stoning of homosexuals. In 2004, he issued a religious ruling urging attacks on American civilians in Iraq. Lovely. 

And what is the response of the Irish government? Nothing. Even though he is banned from the United States, they continue to allow this “theologian of terror” enter Ireland with impunity. Why? They don’t want to offend the multicultural prejudices of the liberal establishment. 

Pope Benedict XVI rightly thinks that such madness will eventually sink Europe. He takes seriously Qaradawi’s claim that our continent will one day fall to Islam. And he does so because Rome is likely be the first victim of that crusade. 

“The conquest of Rome,” warns Qaradawi, “means that Islam will return to Europe.” The imam of the Saudi Defense Academy agrees. He declares that “We will control the land of the Vatican; we will control Rome and introduce Islam in it.” And in Sudan, where the Christians of Darfur are dispatched to mass graves by the Islamist government, a senior sheikh ominously predicts that soon “Rome will be conquered.” 

According to Qaradawi, the coming conquest of Rome and the Vatican “need not necessarily be by the sword. Perhaps we will conquer these lands without armies. We want an army of preachers and teachers who will present Islam in all languages and all dialects.” In other words, if we convert we may save our scalps. How generous. 

Qaradawi understands that unlimited immigration and multiculturalism has opened Europe’s doors to Islamic fanatics. Instead of demanding integration, we actively encourage segregation. The result is that Islamists have seized control of entire communities, ostracizing, intimidating, and alienating all non-Muslims in the process. 

You don’t agree? Well how might you explain last year’s Paris riots, which were directly orchestrated by Qaradawi’s Muslim Brotherhood? How do you explain the “global day of rage” in response to the Danish cartoons of the Prophet Mohammad, once again demanded by Qaradawi? And tell me why you think Dutch filmmaker Theo Van Gogh, was gunned down by an Islamic lunatic on the streets of Amsterdam in 2004? 

Benedict XVI knows exactly why, and unlike our shortsighted liberal elite, he is not afraid to say. According to the Pope, multiculturalism “which is so constantly and passionately encouraged and supported, sometimes amounts to an abandonment of what is our own.” And it is because we won’t see sense that Europe “appears to be at the start of its decline and fall.” 

>From the start of his pontificate, Benedict’s mission has been to save Europe from itself. Yes, Pope John Paul II also saw that decadence, materialism and secularism would have profound consequences for European identity. But he never fully grasped or confronted the danger that radical Islam poses to the West, or to Christianity in particular. 

Having played a pivotal role in crushing the Communists, John Paul saw the new millennium as heralding a fresh era of peace. That is why he never saw 9/11 coming. It is also why he never reproached Muslim leaders for failing to control those who used the Koran to justify murder and mayhem. 

Thankfully, Benedict has no such qualms. In Germany on Tuesday, he said that jihad or holy war “is incompatible with the nature of God and the nature of the soul.” And, controversially, he quoted the 14th-century Byzantine Emperor Manuel II Paleologos, who said: “Show me just what Mohammad brought that was new, and there you will find things only evil and inhuman, such as his command to spread by the sword the faith he preached.” 

Shocked? Surprised? You shouldn’t be. Benedict has regularly displayed extreme courage when dealing with Islam. 

Take, for example, the Pope’s comments at a seminar on Islam in 2005. “There is,” he said, “an inner logic to the Christian Bible, which permits it and requires it to be adapted and applied to new situations.” In other words, the Bible is open to interpretation, being the “word of God that comes through a human community.” 

But because the Koran is God’s word, it is not open to interpretation. The Koran, says Benedict, “is an eternal word. It’s not Mohammad’s word. It’s there for eternity the way it is. There’s no possibility of adapting it or interpreting it.” Hence, “Islam is stuck. It’s stuck with a text that cannot be adapted.” 

Those comments were aimed squarely at ideologues like Qaradawi. Benedict understands that there is no room for niceties when confronting people who stated aim is to conquer Rome and vanquish the Vatican. The time for tiptoeing is long over, especially given the merciless persecution of Christians throughout the Middle East. 

If the Pope succeeds, he will do for this generation what John Paul II did for the last in confronting communism. But there are significant differences. The Left detested John Paul for supporting Solidarity and shattering the Soviets. But most Westerners rejoiced that history led him to the Vatican. 

Today, however, Europeans have no sense of the suffering endured by previous generations on their behalf. Unlike their grandparents, they have never witnessed war or tasted tyranny. Hence they believe in nothing a value little. They have lapsed into what the Pope calls “a dictatorship of relativism, which does not recognize anything as definitive and has as its highest value one’s own ego and one’s own desires.” 

The consequence? Into the breach steps Islam, and offers “a foundation that seems to have escaped from the hands of old Europe.” That is why, for Benedict, “we have to redefine what Europe is.” 

That means reclaiming our old political and religious convictions. It means reinvigorating the forgotten culture of Europe and teaching it to our children. It means resuscitating disenchanted communities around shared stories and symbols. It means renewing a sense of pride in our continent and its contribution. But mostly, it means admitting that multiculturalism is liberal lunacy that has eroded the values of European society. 

Benedict XVI was elected, not because his cardinals wanted him to continue where John Paul left off. They made him Pope because only Ratzinger could confront Europe with uncomfortable truths about its future. Only Ratzinger had the authority to lay into liberalism for its moral failures. And only Ratzinger would have the guts to tell nutcases like Qaradawi that the Vatican will not surrender without a fight. 

We should be grateful to him, but we’re not. For the most part, European leaders are ignoring his warnings and Qaradawi’s quest continues unabated. Will we be so dismissive when the gates of Rome fall and the keys of Peter are seized? On current trends, that could easily happen by 2080. 

If an Islamic Europe is not what you want for your children, start listening to Benedict. He may not be fashionable, but he tells the truth. And in the end, it is that which sets you free. 
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