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*Press Release:*

Prime Time and the Irish Independent have given us some useful information in producing the first poll about the Muslim community in Ireland. The editorial in today's Independent  said “The findings of the Lansdowne  Research poll … give strong grounds for optimism, but they indicate possible storm clouds”. It was great to read that the Muslims surveyed “strongly disapproved of solely Islamic education for their children”  and that 77% of Muslims believed they were accepted in Irish society. Moderate Sheikh, Shaheed Satardien,  had said Ireland could become "a haven of fundamentalism" for dissident Muslims. This certainly seems to be vindicated by the Poll finding that 20% of Muslims think “Ireland could harbour dissidents” and that 57% of young

Muslims want to see an Islamic state introduced in Ireland. In fact 36% of all Muslims want Sharia law introduced. The Prime Time documentary though really did not really engage Satardien, but took at face value his views without allowing him to develop them on the programme. His understanding of Islamism is not so much violent jihadists, but the more malign influences he found in the so-called moderate mosques. Only part of his views were as a result explored.

Shaheed Satardien had to flee South Africa in the post Aparheid period when radical Muslim inspired by the Iranian revolution attacked him and killed his brother. So having sought refuge here he was concerned when he found the same tendencies here. The headlines and front page of the Independent should not lull into a state of complacency.In a recent WYB documentary a group of young people approached Shaheed and ask for evidence of extremism, but when the reporter asked them did they support suicide bombings they said yes. In other words it is not the youth that are the source of these views, but rather the adults who influenced these young people. On his arrival here Shaheed Satardien offered his services at Clonskeagh and other mosques. Because of his fluency in Arabic he was able to hear what was being said in private

and the different pronouncements being made in public. He could not accept this and withdrew. It is amazing that they claim they do not know about him and question his Islamic credentials when he is more trained than those in leadership in Clonskeagh.

Satardien’s comments were also vindicated by Shia leader Ali Al Saleh who claimed that “jihadi groups are actively recruiting here,and that terrorist atrocities are being openly celebrated by some Muslim radicals in Dublin.”

He said "We need to accept we have a problem in our community. We cannot deny that there is fundamentalism"   It was disturbing that 19% of Muslims said they "respect" al-Qa'ida terrorist leader Osama Bin Laden

My research indicates that Ireland is the HQ of the Muslim Brotherhood in Europe. They basically control the franchise for Islam here from Clonskeagh and the South Circular Road. Though nominally independent of the MB the European HQ of the European Fatwa Research Council under the influence of Sheik Y Quaradawi is part of  this general tendency. Sheik Hallawa the leader of the Clonskeagh mosque is the General Secretary of this research group.

Among their recommendations issued from there are the following:

1: Suicide bombings in Israel against civilians. The support given to 

this method in Iraq has led to sectarian slaughter

2. Killing of Homosexuals

3. Support for female mutilation

4. The use of slapping in disciplining wives.

Prime time revealed material which has been in the public domain for at least 5 years and reported by Mark Dooley and Jim Cusack concerning jihadists operating from Ireland. The programe seemed to spent too much time with regard to US intelligence assesments, especially when the programme concluded by repeating that Garda and military intelligence had reached similar conclusions to their US counterparts. This unsurprising, as it is generally recognised that Irish intelligence is highly dependent on US and UK briefings?

Also they showed what was happening in the Blackpits mosque close to Clanbrassil Street which is funded by the Bari Family. The son of the owner Mazhar Bari was a candidate for the PD's in the local elections in 2004. The Imam there is a "Muslim 9/11 denier," (claiming it was a zionist plot and was not done by Muslims,) and teaches Islam at a De la Salle College. When two courageous students walked out of his class the school supported him even though his beliefs concur with those of the Taliban. 

The Prime Time programme seems to be ignoring this dimension and concentrating on the Al Queda connection, and though Ali Selim when asked a clear question about Osama Bin Laden equivocated. The week the Irish Imam Council was established with the purpose of integrating Irish Muslims, Ali Selim admitted on Irish radio that their goal was the establishment of Sharia law in Ireland, a direct contradiction of our democratic constitution. In the end by focusing on the overtly violent radicals the programme has failed to see that the approach adopted by lonskeagh is a gradual undermining of our constitution and the setting up of Sharia law here. The real goal is the setting up Islamadublin,a multiculturalist-apartheid type separate state, rather than the acceptance of an integrated unitary state. Clonskeagh as the Islamic establishment is now endorsed and embraced by the Taoiseach and the President in such a way as to 

compromise the plans for an open dialogue with the various non Arab Muslim communities.

The Prime Time documentary does not show that the reason that Ali Selim could not answer the question about Osama bin Laden is that in fact Al Queda belongs to the same belief system. They all have come out of the same stable, the Muslim Brotherhood. Currently the mosque is really controlled by M Maktoum of Dubai who went hunting in Afghanistan with Osama and used his gambling money from horse racing to build the Clonskeagh mosque. The real radicals are

working peacefully towards their goals. Generally the Islamists try to work through infiltration and by attacking more extreme positions, but sharing their goals. The solution to radical Islam is moderate Islam. However, only moderate Muslims can further this goal whereas, to defeat Islamism democrats must help moderates by denying oxygen to 

radicals.
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