Press Release   9th February 2006
Contact: Sheikh Dr. Shaheed Satardien 087 9932581
 

                                                            

“Irish Muslims congratulate the Irish Media for their restraint in the Danish cartoon controversy.”
 

Muslims of Ireland will be marching to thank the Irish media for not re-publishing the Danish cartoons which vilified the prophet of Islam. 
 
Date: Friday 10th February At: 2:30 PM
 
Location & Route: Assembling at the Pakistani shop in Clanbrassil Street (Off South Circular Road), and marching to St. Stephen's Green Dublin where Muslim Leaders will give an address. 
 

United Message:
 Firstly, we want to represent the legitimate voice of the moderate Muslim community (as opposed to those who hijacked last week's demonstration outside the Danish Embassy in London). We condemn in the strongest terms the vicious rhetoric and un-Islamic slogans that were used by misguided and angry Muslims. Although we are hurt and deeply offended by the cartoons, we utterly condemn the violence which followed them across the world. We are people of peace and seek to bridge the gap between Islam and the West; therefore we thank the Irish media for not re-publishing these offensive cartoons and thereby damaging community relations. 
 
Secondly, to Europe, the lesson from the cartoons is not that Western newspapers should come under the authority of Islamic law. It is actually that 'Islam-o-phobic' caricatures are unacceptable, irresponsible, and will lead to a more polarised world. Jewish leaders and prominent figures like Bill Clinton have likened these cartoons to the characterisation of Jews over the centuries. We know that Nazi inspired cartoons of Jews and Judaism dehumanised the Jews and laid the groundwork for the extermination of more than six million people. 
We as moderate Muslims are totally in favour of free speech, but we encourage free speech without gratuitous vilification of others.  We believe the solution to radical Islam is moderate Islam. Those of us who live in Ireland are in favour of total integration into Irish society. We do not wish to lose contact with our home cultures and be assimilated, but rather bring these cultures, whether Turkish, Pakistani, African, Indonesian, Arab or Bosnian and add them to the rich tapestry of Irish life. We want to become more Irish than the Irish themselves. We recognize the Irish constitution and do not see a place for attempting to subvert the constitution with Sharia law; rather we want our communities to produce model citizens in mosques that allow people to worship in the language of the people. 
Thirdly, to the Muslim world, we wish to send a message of calm and sanity. It may appear to Muslims that there is a great Western conspiracy against their faith, but there are a large number of people in the West who are on the side of reconciliation, and we hope that comes out loud and clear on Friday. 
 Fourthly, we do not, under any circumstances, condone the mocking of any people or religion. The actions of the Iranian daily newspaper who wish to mock the holocaust are distasteful and unacceptable and we call upon that newspaper to stop the competition on holocaust cartoons forthwith. 
 Organised by: 
Minhaj-ul-Quran Ireland, (Allama Zille Umar Qadri)
Interfaith Roundtable, Ireland, (Sheikh Dr. Shaheed Satardien) 
Supported by:
Dialogue Ireland Trust (Mike Garde- Director)
Education For Peace (Thomas Molloy)
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MIKE GARDE 

DIRECTOR

DIALOGUE IRELAND TRUST

Phone: 353 -1- 8309384 or mobile 353 - 87 2396229 

7/8 Lr Abbey St; Dublin 1 

Web site http://www.dialogueireland.org 
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IRELAND and IRISH representative on the General Assembly of the European Federation of Centres for Research and Education on Sects (FECRIS).
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